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CAPTAIN JOHN WIOKLIFFE KITCHELL 
Aged 79 Yeaes, Fbiend of Lincoln Dies. 



Capt. John Wickliffe Kitchell, born May 10, 1835, died Dec. 
26, 1914. 

Capt. John Wickliffe Kitchell, philanthropist, civil war 
veteran and friend of Abraham Lincoln, died Dec. 26, 1914, 
at his home in Pana, Illinois, aged 79 years. Business was 
suspended in Pana during his funeral. Captain Kitchell, who 
gave Pana the Kitchell public parks, state agricultural ex- 
perimental station, Lincoln monument and contributed liber- 
ally to many state institutions, was born in Palestine, Craw- 
ford County, Illinois, May 10, 1835. He left an estate estimat- 
ed to be worth $1,000,000. 

Captain Kitchell died at 1 :15 o'clock and his death followed 
an illness of five weeks. For several hours previous to his 
demise he had been unconscious and three days ago all hope 
for his recovery was surrendered by his physicians, who had 
given hiTYi minutest attention for the past fortnight. 

The death of Captain Kitchell followed closely on the dedi- 
cation of the Robert Little-Rosemond road, the first brick 
paved roadway in Central or Southern Illinois. This road 
was built by Captain Kitchell and his wife, Mrs. Mary Little 
Kitchell, at a personal expense of $60,000, and was donated to 
Eosemond township. The road was built as a testimonial to 
Mrs. KitchelPs father, Robert Little, and is four miles in 
length. The dedication was held November 14,1914, and 
Captain Kitchell was able to be in attendance a few minutes 
and spoke a few words from the platform to the assembled 
three thousand people. 

Captain KitchelPs illness at first was not thought serious, 
and a week ago there was a marked improvement, and he was 
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able to be up and about his room, while prior to that time he 
was unable to obtain needed rest. A relapse came last Satur- 
day and it was necessary to operate as a carbuncle on his neck 
developed tumorous symptoms. 

John Wickliffe Kitchell was the son of Wickliffe Kitchell 
and Elizabeth Eoss-Kitchell and was born in Palestine, Craw- 
ford County, Illinois, May 10, 1835. His father was a native 
of New York and one of the original founders of the Republi- 
can party. Wickliffe Kitchell came to Illinois in 1818, and at 
the time of his death he owned a section of land near Pana, 
which he was improving. This was in 1869. Wickliffe Kitch- 
ell, like his son, John W. Kitchell, was one time a can- 
didate of the Republican party for congress. He attended 
and helped to organize the first Republican state convention 
at Bloomington in 1856, and was well acquainted with Lin- 
coln, Lyman, Trumbull, Stephen A. Douglas, General James 
Shields, John M. Palmer and many other notables. Captain 
KitchelPs brother. Judge Alfred Kitchell, was formerly cir- 
cuit judge at Olney, Illinois, and another brother, Edward 
Kitchell, was internal revenue collector of his district in this 
state and a one-time Republican candidate for congress. 

John W. Kitchell at an early age began the study of law at 
Fort Madison, Iowa, being associated with the late Judge 
Miller, for more than twenty years supreme judge of Iowa. 
Captain Kitchell located in Hillsboro, Illinois, in 1850, and 
lived there and practiced law with Judge E. Y. Rice, against 
whom he made the race for congress in 1874, but was de- 
feated by reason of the district being largely Democratic. 

Captain KitchelPs home was in Hillsboro from 1850 to 1866, 
with the exception of one year when he was located at Charles- 
ton, Illinois, and edited the Charleston Courier. He also edit- 
ed the Hillsboro Monitor and the Montgomery County Herald 
at Hillsboro. He came to Pana with his wife in 1866, where 
he resided until his death. Captain Kitchell from 1854 to 1861 
was first assistant reading clerk in the Illinois legislature and 
was the first clerk to ever receive pay for working after 12 
o'clock at night. He was reading clerk when the legislature 
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elected Lyman Trumbull to the United States senate, and was 
also clerk when the late United States Senator Shelby M. Cul- 
lom was speaker of the Illinois house. 

Captain Kitchell had the good fortune to be one of those 
who assembled at Springfield to bid farewell to President Lin- 
coln when he took his departure for Washington and to' hear 
from the platform of the car on which he stood, the memor- 
able last words which the president-elect uttered to the thronj? 
of anxious friends at his old home. 

When the war broke out and Lincoln made his first call for 
75,000 troops, Captain Kitchell at once enlisted in the first 
company raised in Montgomery County at Hillsboro. On ar- 
riving in Springfield, Captain Kitchell resigned his position 
as reading clerk of the Illinois house and went with his com- 
pany to Camp Yates. He was chosen first lieutenant, was ap- 
pointed adjutant of the regiment and afterwards captain of 
Company H, and on the expiration of his term was discharged. 
At the next pressing call for troops, in 1862, he was principal- 
ly instrumental in raising a company. Later Captain Kitchell 
served as a private, and at the close of the war was mustered 
out with the rank of lieutenant. 

Captain Kitchell married Miss Mary Frances Little, daugh- 
ter of Col. Robert Little, of Audubon, Montgomery County, 
Illinois, Feb. 27, 1862. They made their home in Hillsboro un- 
til 1866, when they located in Pana, then a small village of a 
few homes and a mere handful of people. Captain Kitchell 
opened a law office at once and gave his time to the active 
practice of the law. He was for a time associated with the 
late Judge A. C. McMillen, but the majority of his time he 
practiced alone. 

From his earliest residence in Pana Captain Kitchell had 
faith in her future prosperity, mineral wealth and rich farm- 
ing community. In 1882 he organized a company that pros- 
pected for and located a rich vein of coal, 700 feet below the 
surface of the ground. The borings and solid core taken out 
of the first hole were kept by Captain Kitchell. The result of 
the finding of coal was the sinking of the four large coal mines 
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now in this city. He was president of the Pana Improvement 
Association. He was also president and treasurer of the 
Springside Coal Company, which put down the Springside 
mine, the late David J. Overholt being associated with him. 
He retired from its management in 1891. 

At the time of his death he was probably the largest land 
owner in Central Illinois, having many large farms in this 
section in the hands of a splendid corps of tenants. All of 
these farms in later years Captain Kitchell personally super- 
intended. No estimate can at this time be placed upon Cap- 
tain KitchelPs wealth, but he is rated a millionaire by many, 
his holdings being principally large farm lands. 

Deceased has no near relatives as survivors other than his 
wife, Mrs. Mary F. Little Kitchell. There are numerous cou- 
sins, nephews and nieces and more distant relatives. 

The funeral services were held Monday afternoon at 1 
o'clock at the family residence on Quality Hill, and was for the 
public. Rev. Frank P. Miller, of the Maroa Presbyterian 
church conducted the services, and burial was made at Eose- 
mond Grove cemetery. 

Mayor Corman, of Pana, issued a proclamation calling at- 
tention to the death of Captain Kitchell, and asking that all 
business be suspended from 1 to 3 o'clock, the hours of the 
funeral. President Warren Penwell of the Commercial club, 
also issued a similar appeal to that of Mayor Corman, calling 
for the suspension of all business. 



